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November 1741. 


N obedience to your requeſt, I give you the 

following account of my experience from 

time to time, and the true ſtate of my ſoul at 
preſent, 

Some time before you began to explain the goſ- 
pel in the Minortes, I was drawn to hear the word, 
under the Rev. Mr. . I found ſweetneſs in fre- 
quenting the houſe of prayer, although ignorant 
at that time of the love of God to poor ſinners. 
After this, I was taken to hear the Rev. Mr. I. 
and was more and more delighted with the ways 
of the Lord, His dottrine was good morality, 
and plain to be underitood, and I took a great 
liking to him. The next I heard was the Rev. 
Dr. 17. but he was quite out of my reach, I 
could not underſtand him. His diſcourſes were 
{piritual, but I was carnal, ſeeking to be ſaved by 
the works of the law, going about to eſtabliſn my 
own righteouſneſs, 
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After a few times hearing him, I was brought 
to hear you. You was explaining the 7th chap- 
ter of the epiſtle to the Romans, which was to me 
like a man ſpeaking in an unknown tongue. You 
was endeavouring to convince us of fin, and ſhew- 
ing the difference between the law and the goſpel. 
ou told us what we were by nature, deſcribed 
the motions of fin ſtirring in us, and the bleſſings 
we received by Jeſus Chriſt, 

It was all a myſtery to me, I could not under- 
itand but now and then a word, I heard you to 
the end of your diſcourſe, You gave notice when 
you was to be there again, and the Lord inclined 
my heart to attend, for which I ſhall always praiſe 
his holy name, 

I ſeldom miſled an opportunity of hearing you, 
or your brother, or Mr. 7. in your abſence; and 
by my conſtant attendance, and the bleſſing of 
God's Spirit upon your labours, I began to ſee 
thoſe beaſtly and deviliſh tempers in me, which 
you ſo often preſſed very cloſe upon your hearers, 

When the > Mr. Whitefield came to town I 
often attended him; and I bought Burkitt's Expo- 
ſition of the New Teſtament, I wanted what I 
had not, a true k..owledge of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
this I would have gained by books; for I alſo 
bought me a Dictionary, that I might know the 
true meaning of words; but very Title uſe did I 
make of it, for I ſoon perceived Chriſt was not to 
be found there, | 

Once, under a diſcourſe at Mr, Bray's, I felt 
the words come with power to my ſoul, I had a 
ſtrong hope of the bleſſed promiſes. My heart 
was filled with joy, and my eyes overflowed with 
tears. I could have cried out with Peter, It is 
good for us lo be here, The next day I] read 
Burkitt's explanation of the chapter, and the Spi— 
rit came with the letter, My heart was again 
filled with joy, and my eyes with tears, I fell 
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down before the Lord in extempore prayer, as 
I never did before, or for many months after. 


This was the Lord's doing, and it was marvellous in 
my eyes : therefore praiſe ye the Lord, bleſs the Lord, 
and magnify his name for ever. 

I often looked back at the ſweetneſs I then re- 
ceived, but could not taſte the like comfort, or 
not in ſo full a manner, I had not then felt the 
weight of my fins, neither could I ſay, the bur- 
then of them was intolerable. But I was in a 
meaſure dead to many of my outward fins, parti- 
cularly that which did ſo caſily beſet me. 

Some time after this, I came down out of my 
ſhop to dinner, and was deeply meditating in my 
heart on the deplorable condition which my 
friends and relations were in, when in a moment 
I was {truck all on a heap. The torments of hell 
compaſſed me round about, and I thought I ſaw 
the flames of it before me. Then indeed I could 
ſay, the remembrance of my ſins was grievous 
unto me. It was for one particular ſin I was 
moſt wounded; the burthen of that was really 
intolerable. I had no reaſon to look any longer at 
my friends but at myſelf, My dinner {tood be- 


fore me, but I could not touch it. I continued 


in this ſtate for a ſmall ſeaſon only. I do not re- 
member that I had then any thought of prayer: 
but I was in a very great fright. The Lord ſaw 
my deplorable condition, and ſent me help from 
his holy hill, He was pleaſed to apply to my 
heart, Why ſhould I be afraid, when Chriſt 
has died for me?” At this I received preſent 
calc, but did not find any great joy; only a tho- 
rough deltverance from that heavy burthen, too heavy 
for me to bear, 

I took alittle food, but was ſtill in deep thought 
of what had happened to me. The accuſer of 


= the brethren ſet my fin before me, and would 
| fain have brought me into condemnation again; 
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but the Lord appeared on my fide, with “ Fear 
not, Chriſt hath died.” 1 held faſt this ſhield, 
and bleſſed be God, have proved more than con- 
queror, through Chriſt ſtrengthening me. I 
did not then diſtinctly know that I had received 
the forgiveneſs of my ſins. Some times I thought 
I had, and at other times I was in doubt of it. 

I was a conſtant hearer of the word, but had 
very little converſation with any who had experi- 
ence of the work of God upon their ſouls, ex- 
cepting a few who were ſeeking after him, I 
often was in great joy, and found ſweet peace to 
my foul: ſome times in heavineſs, and man 
doubts leſt I ſhould fall away; for I thought I 
could not continue to the end, becauſe I was 
voung, and had many years to live, Then I 
was deſirous to die. Theſe thoughts often trou- 
bled me, I did not then know that it was a 
temptation, being ignorant of Satan's devices. 

I began to exhort and reprove when I thought 
I could be free, and was deſirous to bring fouls to 
Teſus; yet there was the fear of man in me, as 
there 1s to this day. At that time I belonged to 
a drinking club, but was very deſirous to leave it, 
for I went to it with great reluctance, and was 
fully convinced of the error of it : yet I did not 
give it up, becauſe it was at a friend's houſe. 

When the Biſhop of London's Letter came out, 
at the time of Mr, Whitefteld's leaving England, 
Satan ſtrove hard for me, and ſet his inſtruments 
at work ; and who ſhould they be, but the very 
perſons who had firſt brought me to hear the 
Goſpel. Having drawn back themſelves, they 
were continually buffeting. me, telling me of my 
error, and endeavouring to draw me back after 
them, This they laboured to do whenſoever we 
met. 1 was often in great diſturbance of ſpirit 
about it, but bleſſed be God, the ſeed which was 
{own had taken root. You had not laboured in 
vain, neither run in vain, Not unto us. O Lord, 
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mot unto us. but unto thy name give the rale, for 
thy loving kindneſs, and for thy truth's ſake. 
After this I found my heart very hard and cold 
I] could not repent as I deſired : was toſſed about 
in prayer, firſt to one book, then to another; but 
could not find ſo much taſte in any as I did in two 
or three Colletts of our own Church. But with 
them 1 could not be ſatisfied, thinking they were 
not prayers long enough; yet I was often re- 
eating them, 
About this time I was taken into the Society, 
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where I lay like a dead dog. Your prayers ſeldom 


made any impreſſion on me. My old {in ſtrongly 
beſet me, and was very grievous to bear. I was 
even urged to commit it, that then I might truly 
repent and come to a ſaving knowledge of the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt : for as yet 1 was in doubt, 
I was often near the fire, but the Lord preſerved 
me in a wonderful manner, and would not ſuffer 
me to be burnt. 

After this I was adviſed to meet in band, one 
of the firſt that met at the Foundery. I thought 
it was for good, and came, though with great un- 
ealineſs, not knowing what to ſay. I ſeldom miſſed 
meeting ; but was ſtill beſet with that ſlaviſh paſ- 
fon. I told my brethren how I was troubled. 
They explained to me the difference betwixt fin 
and temptation, which till then I did not know: 
for I thought I committed {in by having thoſe evil 
thoughts. Then I began to learn a little expe- 
rience : but {till I had not received a clear ſenſe 
of my forgiveneſs. Yet I held faſt my hope, and 
about laſt Auguſt was a twelvemonth, I was coming 
from the ſacrament with our brother H , and 
aſking him the ſtate of his foul. He told me he 
knew himſelf in a ſtate of grace, becauſe he had 

eace within, and did not commit any known fin, 
neither had fin any dominion over him. Farther 
he tald me there was no condemnation to them 
which are in Chriſt Jeſus, Who walk not after the 
fleſh, 
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fleſh, but after the Spirit, &c. I received his word; © 
with great earneſtneſs, and found my experience 
to anſwer his. I knew that I did not commit any 
known ſin. The promiſes he named were ſent 
home to my heart. I received the word with glad- 
neſs, and had a clear ſenſe of the forgiveneſs of 
my fins, the Spirit of God bearing witneſs with 
my ſpirit that I was a child of God. 

The enemy laboured much to take away my 
ſhield : but now all his attempts were vain, The 
more he tempted, the ſtronger was my faith, and 
the promiſes of God were more deeply ſtamped 
upon my heart. When he let my ſin before me, 
through grace I flew to the promiſe, He that be- 
lieveth on him ts not condemned : and God ſo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 


that whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, pe 
but have everlaſting life. * 
0 


I will not ſay that I have been faithful to the (1 
grace given, and never found any guilt upon m | 
{oul ſince this: but when I have offended, the 
Lord was loving, and ſhewed me my error, and I 
confeſſed my fault, and came unto him as a poor by 
condemned ſinner, and ſaid, „Father, if I have 


* 
ſinned, with thee an advocate I have.” And the \ 

Lord was gracious, and ſhewed forth his love to ; 
me again, | 

r 

I no not know that 1 have for any length of 7 


time laboured under the guilt of any ſin; but for 
a few hours I have been in doubt whether I have 
committed fin or no, by ſpeaking words unad- | 
viſedly, I have laboured much under an evil 
heart : but I have almoſt continually the witneſs 
of God's Spirit with my ſpirit, that I am a child 
of his. Yet there remains within an evil root, 
The ſeed of the ſerpent is not done away; and it 
often preſents itſelf in the rilings of anger, pride, 
eeviihneſs of ſpirit, evil-ſurmiſing, and deſires, 
covetouſneſs, and ſuch like urtholy tempers. But 
when the enemy beſets me with any of theſe, I 
cry 
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try unto the Lord for help; for without him 1 
Fan do nothing, but through Chriſt ſtrengthening 
ne I can do all things. 

I believe allo that there remaineth a reſt for the 
people of God, But I have been in doubt, 


whether or not it was to be obtained till a very 


ſhort time before the hour of death, and there- 
fore I was not in ſuch earneſt purſuit of it as I 
bought to have been, But ſince your coming to 
town, and Mr. Maxfeld, in hearing you both 
frequent upon it, and your ſtrong reaſonings, and 
many proofs which you brought from the ſcrip— 
tures, I have been thoroughly convinced of my 
error, 

I think it was laſt Tueſday was three weeks I 


heard Mr, Maxfield. His diſcourſe was from Rom. 


Vi. 2. How hall we that are dead in fin live any 
longer therein? His reaſonings, I think, were ſo 
ſtrong, that no man could gainſay them. The 
texts of ſcripture which he brought in confir— 
mation were many. I received his ſaying, and 
was quickened by the Spirit of God unto a lively 


hope, believing I ſhould in his time, enter into 
that bleſſed ſtate, and ſo be happy for evermore. 


I remained thus many days, earneſtly contend- 


ing for the hope of the Goſpel ; but * 
much in the hurry of buſineſs at this time, an 
nature crying, Spare thyſelf, there is ſomething of 


a ſlackneſs has taken hold of me. Wherefore I 
humbly beg your prayers, that the Lord would 


not ſuffer me to grow cold or lukewarm, but ſo 


inſpire my thought that I may earneſtly preſs for- 
ward to the mark of the prize' of our high call- 


ing, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, that 
when Chriſt, who is our life ſhall appear, I may 
: allo appear with him, and meet you, Rev, Sir, in 
glory, to ſing praiſes to God, and to the Lamb, 
who ſitteth upon the throne for ever and ever. 


From your unworthy ſon, ſervant, and brother 


in Chriſt, 


I 
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THOMAS HOG 0G. 
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Hos c, June 29, 1750. 


TEADY, faithful ſoul, adicu ! 
Thou the mortal debt haſt paid, 
N obly fought thy paſſage through; 
By the guardian hoſts convey 'd, 
Go to thy eternal reſt, 
Go to thy Redeemer's breaſt, 


Thee with ſacred envy mov'd, 
Clean eſcap'd from earth we ſce, 
Challeng'd by the beſt belov'd, 
Him, who died to purchaſe thee, 
Him, who juſtly claims his own, 
Him, who call'd thee to his throne, 


At the noon of life prepar'd, 
In thy ſtrength of years and grace, 
Thou haſt ſeiz'd the full reward, 
Thou haſt won the glorious race, 
Found the bliſs for ſaints deſign'd, 
Left thy weeping friends behind. 


On the Death of Mr. THOMAS 


Sad, 
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Sad, diſconſolate, alone, 
By our old companion left, 
We the common loſs bemoan, 
Of our deareſt friend bereft, 
Friend to every child of grace, 
Friend to all the ranſom'd race, 


Who ſhall now the orphan feed, 
All the widow's wants ſupply ? 
Who ſhall help the ſouls in need, 
Who the mourner's tears ſhall dry, 
Feel the tempted ſpirit's load, 
Bear them to the throne of God ? 


Anſwer thou, who hear'ſt the prayer, 
Thou who didſt our brother lend, 
Now thy Church's life repair, 
Now the equal bleſſing ſend : 
Whom I view caught up to thee, 
Let his ſpirit reſt on me, 


Meek like him, and juſt, and pure, 
O might I, ev'n J ariſe! 

Prompt to att, and ſtrong t' endure, 
Meaneſt, leaſt in my own eyes, 
Dead to pleaſure, wealth, and fame, 

All-devoted to the Lamb. 


O might I, with calmeſt zeal 
For the faith, like him, contend, 
Love the men whole hate I feel, 
Bear their burden to the end, 
Win them by my parting breath, 
Conquer all my foes in death! 
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ERE reſts in hope, beneath this humble 
clod 
A breathleſs temple of the living God, 
Aſſur'd the all-reviving trump to hear, 
To ſee the judge on his white throne appear, 
Spring from the tomb, and meet him in the air. 
Body and foul ſhall then united riſe, 
The dead ſhall live—a life that never dies 
And I obtain my place eternal in the ſkies, 5 


